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PITTSTON — Pittston City Mayor Michael 
Lombardo gladly reports the city is in the best 
financial shape it has experienced in over 35 
years.
“The ship is in the right direction,” Lombardo 
declared.
Over the years, unlike several municipalities 
in the state, Pittston has had difficulty keeping 
up with paying into pension plans for full-time 
employees.
Lombardo’s administration worked hard in 
2018 to restructure debt and funded the pen-
sion through short and long-term borrowing.
“That’s a necessary evil, so-to-speak, to move 
forward,” Lombardo said. “If you’re not going 
to invest in yourself, who is going to?”
The hole in the fund was the police fund, 
which is the fund that struggles across the 
Commonwealth, according to Lombardo.
“Getting the pension fund resolved was 
critical, along with restructuring our debt,” 
Lombardo said. “Now all of our pensions are 
funded at an A+ rate; they are all close to 100% 
now.”
The municipal obligation to the pension fund 
from the city in 2017, above and beyond state 
aid, was $550,000, whereas this year will be 
$102,000.

By Tony Callaio
For Sunday Dispatch

Mayor: Pittston’s financial shape best in 35 years

“That’s a huge swing,” Lombardo admits.
One objective moving forward for the mayor is 
to have a healthy fund balance.
“I want to build two rainy day funds, one for 
the pension and one for a general rainy day 
fund,” he said.
One key to keeping the pension fund in check 
is to keep salaries under control.
“I’m all for paying people what they deserve 
and I think we have good salaries here,” 
Lombardo said. “I think we’re one of the most 
competitive municipalities and I will continue 
to make, and so will the administration, invest-
ments in our departments, but we’re not going 
to be crazy, either.”
Lombardo believes the city has the right 
amount of personnel currently and is posi-
tioned to save money in the long-term without 
panicking.
“If we build a healthy reserve in the pension 
fund so that if we hit a bump in the road, we 
can write our own check to subsidize the pen-
sion fund,” he said.
Currently, the city has nine full-time police 
officers and several part-time officers, along 
with eight full-time firefighters and numerous 
volunteer firefighters.
“We’ve not gotten smaller in those areas and 
I refuse to do that; we’re not going to make 
cuts,” the mayor said. “Even if we pull off a 
structural merger with somebody (another 

municipality), that’s not going to mean more 
in cuts.”
The merger Lombardo alluded to is the pos-
sibility of municipalities on the east side of the 
river merging to form one police force and one 
fire department.
Lombardo believes a merger is possible and 
could save money for municipalities but, until 
talks get serious, the city’s attitude is to sit 
back and wait.
Pittston City and Jenkins Twp. ambulance as-
sociations have merged in recent years.
The mayor clearly sees a difference in his first 
two terms compared to his current term.
“I’m being much more political and being 
engaged in much more things like I’m on the 
Pennsylvania Municipal League Board now 
and I’ve been going to board meetings in Har-
risburg,” he said. “I’m lobbying for things like 
local police to use radar. Those are things, for 
my first two terms 20 years ago, I didn’t have 
time to do nor did I have the knowledge to do 
it. Now I can.”
Lombardo enjoys a great working relationship 
with his council.
“I’m fortunate to have a council that’s all 
on the same page,” he said. “Even when we 
disagree, we respectfully disagree; it’s not a 
circus on the floor and it shouldn’t be a circus. 
We should respect our residents that come to 
council meetings.”

Photo courtesy of Pixabay
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PITTSTON — Pittston City Mayor Michael Lombardo always had a 
vision of the city being a cultural one, a full of art, color and murals. In 
fact, he’s stated on numerous occasions, he’d like Pittston to be one of 
the state’s largest arts and festivals attraction.
Lombardo believes so much in the arts that he ran on the platform to 
never let another city icon like the American Theater be destroyed. For 
him, the demolition of that building was the last straw.
It’s no secret that when Lombardo started his quest to bring the City 
of Pittston up-to-date, he took many ideas from Lewisburg, as he at-
tended Bucknell University there.
Not only did he take those ideas and run with them, he amplified them, 
adding many new ideas of his own.
New American Theater
For years now, the idea of bringing a new American Theater back to 
Pittston has been knocked around for several years. Each year that has 
passed, another project took precedence, pushing the theater project 
back.
It would be a tall task to replace the former 2,500-seat theater with all 
its ornate décor. The F.M. Kirby Center in Wilkes-Barre seats approxi-
mately 1,800 seats and, after undergoing a revitalization project in the 

By Tony Callaio
For Sunday Dispatch

More art, color and murals coming to city

Tony Callaio | For Sunday DispatchSee ‘ART’ | 9
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PITTSTON — Mayor Michael Lombardo is never at a loss 
for words when you sit down to talk to him about the City of 
Pittston. In fact, he has so many facts, plans and ideas in his 
head, you have to wonder if he has a computer chip embed-
ded in his brain.
Lombardo’s offi ce at City Hall is adorned not with artwork, 
but with architect renderings of projects currently in the pro-
cess of being built or remodeled or in the planning stages.
Lombardo served eight years as mayor from 1998 to 2006 
before deciding not to run for a third term to spend more 
time with his family. He was re-elected in 2018 and pretty 
much picked up where he left off in 2006.
His tenures as mayor has been sandwiched by the late Jo-
seph Keating, Donna McFadden-Connors, fi rst female mayor 
of Pittston who completed Keating’s term after he resigned; 
and Jason Klush, the youngest Pittston mayor elected. Lom-
bardo had been the fi rst youngest elected until losing that 
title to Klush.
Even though Lombardo was not serving as mayor of the city 

By Tony Callaio
for Sunday Dispatch

More housing will bring in more residents

Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
The Burns Building Project is well underway located near the Pittston City Fire Station. The building is 
tentatively scheduled for housing and the possibility of retail on the fi rst fl oor.See ‘HOUSING’ | 12
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1980s, has proven to have been 
a great gamble as it was recently 
voted one of the top 100 venues 
in the country.
The new American Theater will 
not be as ambitious as the origi-
nal.
“My intent is to make 2019 the 
year that we commit to a time 
schedule for the ambulance move 
and the American Theater to 
be built,” Lombardo said. “In 
my optimal world, by mid-2021, 
both projects are done so the 
ambulance is moved into a new 
home and the theater is up and 
running.”
The idea is to relocate the pres-
ent Pittston Ambulance Associa-
tion building, raze the building 
and construct a new 250 to 300-
seat American Theater, complete 
with balcony seating.
According to Lombardo, the 
city will map out a schedule and 
submit the proper paperwork by 
fall 2019 to LSA (Local Share 
Account, also known as casino 
gaming money), the USDA and 
other funding sources for the con-
struction of the new ambulance 
building.
The American Theater would be 
utilized for many attractions downtown from 
movies to live music, possibly civic functions 
and even lectures.
Tomato Festival changes
With the completion of the amphitheater at 
the Pittston Memorial Library and its park-
ing lot hardwired with electricity, the Tomato 
Festival can now expand to a third tier.
Tentative plans are not complete for the top 
tier, but a major shift will occur with the en-
tire layout of all three tiers.
Lombardo would like to see the top tier des-
ignated for children and children’s attractions 
such as a bounce house, games and child-ap-
propriate music at the new amphitheater.
Now that the 2019 St. Patrick’s Parade is in 
the rear view mirror, the Tomato Festival 
Committee will convene to discuss the layout 
of the festival site.
“The festival has been a great event that has 
grown and progressed and it’s time to freshen 

Submitted photo
The amphitheater will be able to seat 250-people for concerts or plays.
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it up a bit now; we’ve sort of flat lined, not in 
a bad way – we’re not losing ground but we’re 
not gaining ground, either,” Lombardo said. 
“People say it’s just as packed; I think we need 
to do some things to up the game.”
One way to “up the game” is to bring in well-
known acts like the Tomato Festival saw early 
on when the city took over the reins of the 
festival in 1998.
Tomato Festival main stage
When the James Zarra Building was erected 
two years ago, the long-term plan was to 
introduce a permanent main stage attached 
to the building. There is already a green room 
included, complete with a shower and dressing 
room for visiting musicians.
“You can hold me to it and I might miss the 
mark, but I would love the main stage to be 
built for this fall,” Lombardo said. “All the in-
frastructure, the utility is there and in place, so 
that expense is already born in the building.”
With modifications to the original plan, it’s 

feasible to Lombardo, who has ideas for 
additional funding. “If we can do some of it 
ourselves, we are capable to do it; I’m pushing 
really hard to get it done. I really, really want 
to get it done and I’ll be extremely disappoint-
ed if it doesn’t get done and it would finish 
that space.”
If a main stage is to happen, the middle tier 
will be rearranged, making room for seating 
for the main stage.
“Last year, we eliminated a few vendors to 
make more space and we’d like to create more 
seating by bringing in high-top tables,” Lom-
bardo added. “But the biggest part of the main 
stage project would be to fabricate the steel for 
the overhead cover.”
Downtown Pittston Partnership
Up until now, each downtown event such as 
the Art Walk, parades, Trick or Treat Main 

See ‘ART’ | 10
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Street, Christmas in the City and every other 
other special event, including the Tomato 
Festival to an extent, have all been governed 
by separate entities. Now, under the newly 
developed Downtown Pittston Partnership, 
everything will fall under one umbrella.
“We’ve consolidated everything under this 
umbrella and eliminated BID (business im-
provement district) and this is going to be the 
entity that drives those events and oversees all 
of that,” Lombardo added.
The Tomato Festival Committee will remain 
intact but will fall under the Downtown 
Pittston Partnership umbrella.
Mary Kuna, deputy executive director of the 
City of Pittston Offi ce of Community Develop-
ment and Redevelopment, and Mary Kropta-
vich, manager of Art e Fekts, will oversee the 
Downtown Pittston Partnership.
Pittston art
Fans of the murals in the city will be happy to 
know a new mural will be coming to the down-
town area on the side of the former Pittston 
Printery building now occupied by Petals 
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Floral Design & Gift Boutique.
Art e Fekts, the downtown co-op art gallery, 
formerly Art on Main, is thriving after opening 
in November 2018.
The gallery not only display artists from all 
genres, it also offers art classes and even a 
playwriting workshop.
Good news for artists
The city received great news about an expan-
sion project to renovate the second fl oor above 
Boden and Art e Fekts.
Kuna applied for a grant from the state and 
the city was recently awarded over $220,000 
for the project. The money will help add an 
elevator, lighting and electrical upgrades to the 
second fl oor.
“We would maybe build 10 rooms of 10’ x 10’ 
cubicles that an artist could work, a gallery 
workspace of sorts,” Lombardo said.
The mayor said the city has been in talks with 
Luzerne County Community College to con-
tinue to expand its programs at the downtown 
campus and partner with Pittston in expand-
ing arts in the city.
“You’ll see more art (in the city) and we’re go-
ing to be dropping about 15 new art pieces the 
art council acquired,” Lombardo added. “We 
shook up a really solid partnership with Mary-

wood University and they have given us loan 
and full donation of art pieces. We’re cleaning 
them up and powder coating them.”
Lombardo is looking to install 20 to 30 art 
pieces in the future.
Upcoming Jazz Fest
Another initiative the mayor has started 
but has stalled is bringing a Jazz Festival to 
the city. He has had meetings with world-
renowned jazz artist Winton Marsalis on how 
the city can put together such a festival.
“The possibility of a Jazz Fest is critically driv-
en upon fi nishing the Tomato Festival main 
stage and the amphitheater and the amphithe-
ater is done,” Lombardo said. “Do I think it’s 
doable? I think yes, it is doable and I’d like to 
see small version of the festival, jazz and art 
sometime in October or late in September.”
Lombardo will begin forming a committee to 
oversee the Jazz Fest sometime this month or 
in early April.
The mayor also envisions utilizing the three 
festival lots for the Jazz Fest, combining jazz 
with art and wine.
More information on the Jazz Festival may be 
announced later in the summer.



80920089

F11



Sunday DispatchDecades of Success12 Sunday, March 17, 2019

809078298090782980907829

201 South Main Street, Pittston
570-299-5150 • Fax: 570-299-5155

Joseph Albert RPh

We are Proud to call Pittston our Home
80

92
03

02

We Offer:
✓ Easy Rx Transfers... Just Call!

✓ Order Refills by Automated Phone 
    24 hours a day, by email or on-line.   
✓ Most Major Insurances Accepted, 

Including Tricare
✓ Convenient Free Delivery

✓ Drive-thru Service
✓ Competitive Pricing
✓ Off Street Parking

✓PA Lottery
Immunizations Available

✓ Flu
✓ Pneumonia

✓ Shingles
No appointment necessary

Mon.-Fri. 9 to 6; Sat 9 to 1   Closed Sun
www.albertspharmacy.com

F12

during the tenures of others, he kept his hand 
in government by being a member of the city’s 
Redevelopment Board.
Klush and Lombardo have been tremendous 
allies over the years, leaning on each other for 
advice and support. Both mayors have been 
“hands-on” mayors, not being afraid to get 
dirty during construction projects.
This time around, Lombardo feels he has a re-
ally good team, stating, “Everyone is on board” 
with his plan and vision for the city.
Serving on Pittston City Council are Danny 
Argo, Kenny Bangs, Joe McLean and the 
mayor’s cousin Michael Lombardo.
Neighborhood Housing Initiative (NHI)
In 2017, Pittston City Redevelopment began 
an aggressive plan to build and/or remodel 100 
homes in the city that would fi rm up the tax 
base, as well as bring people to the city.
“The NHI will become the streetscape of the 
neighborhoods; it’s the thing that will weave it 
all together,” Lombardo said.
As a part of the initiative, the city has acquired 
blighted properties for demolition over the last 
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few years, making way for new building proj-
ects.
“We’ve demolished a bunch of properties, 
including the corner of East Oak and Main 
Street which just came down,” Lombardo said. 
“Starry Nights (bar) and that middle extension 
of the central business district is scheduled 
to come down. We are looking for additional 
funding to take down the former Geri’s Bridal 
and that whole block to create a pad site for 
residential, retail and maybe some offi ces.”
Lombardo went on to say, “We are thinning 
the herd and getting rid of some blight and 
we’re starting to get a grasp of what’s not sav-
able.”
Mayor Lombard is tough on blight in the city 
and affi rms he will not tolerate it.
“Blight does a lot of things. It frustrates you 
and it makes you not want to care at the next 
level about your own property; it clearly has 
economic impact and the beauty of where we 
are, we’ve got a really strong partnership with 
the Pittston Area School District,” Lombardo 
said. “Everything we bring in new is taxable to 

the school district.”
Taking down properties means losing tax base, 
but the mayor is fully aware of the situation.
“There were nine properties at the site of the 
newly built Luzerne Bank. When you totaled 
the tax of all those properties, it was about 
$3,000 but yet the bank itself is paying prob-
ably 2½ times that,” Lombardo said. “We are 
paying attention to numbers. We are going to 
pay attention to the NHI and we’re not going 
to back off of it.”
Additional city housing
What brings a smile to Lombardo’s face is 
when you talk about housing and bringing 
more residents to the city.
Many more projects are in the works for the 
city, including the Burns Project, Fort Jenkins 
School Housing Project, Steeple View Hous-
ing Project, and the River Front Development 
Project, consisting of the Mark Data building, 
Cooper’s restaurant and the current condomin-
ium project on Kennedy Boulevard.

See ‘HOUSING’ | 14
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The Burns Project
The Burns Project is a three-story building 
across from the Pittston City fi re station.
“That’s a seven to 11-unit loft complex with 
the possibility of putting in retail in the fi rst 
fl oor,” Lombardo said. “It’s a $2.4 million tax-
able project and we have initially $225,000 of 
redevelopment money and gaming (casino) 
money for stabilization.”
The project was taken over by a second owner 
but, before that, the city helped with new win-
dows, repointing of the bricks and a new roof, 
complete with solar panels.
“It’s a complete shell and ready to go,” Lom-
bardo added. “As I said, it will be a $2.4 mil-
lion taxable rate with high-end lofts. Some of 
the lofts will be two story.”
Fort Jenkins School Project
Next on the list is the Fort Jenkins School that 
the city acquired recently. Plans are to stabi-
lize the building by repairing the overhangs, 
soffi ts, windows, roof, brick pointing and any 
other stabilization that needs to be addressed 
before fi nding a developer for the structure.

HOUSING from 12

“We will fi nd a developer, or the architect that 
drew up the plans or the city will develop it 
into market rate housings,” Lombardo said.
According to the mayor, surrounding proper-
ties have been acquired to make way for suit-
able parking.
Steeple View Project
The Steeple View Housing Project on Church 
Street has begun starting with the razing of 
the St. Mary’s Assumption Church and school.
“We will have 35 senior units that will look 
very much like the Lincoln Project, which 
has been a hugely successful project since it 
opened in 2006,” Lombardo said. “We consis-
tently have a waiting list of about 50 elderly 
seniors. We think it’s a great reuse of the 
project.”
Lombardo went on to say that, with the large 
population of elderly in the city, many of those 
residents lived in houses that were too large to 
inhabit.
“The problem with wanting to move, don’t 
want to leave the city and don’t want to go 
into typical housing authority properties, 

they want to go into a more aggressive model 
that’s neighborhood-based,” Lombardo said. 
“By moving into a space like Steeple View, for 
example, their money will go farther than stay-
ing where they were and paying taxes on the 
property.”
The developers at Steeple View hope to have 
the project completed by fall 2019.
RIVER FRONT DEVELOPMENT
Mark Data Project
The Mark Data building is the largest build-
ing at 110,000 sq. ft. in the downtown area 
and Pat Hadley and Tino Ferretti are currently 
developing it.
Hadley Construction Inc. has been the leading 
developer in the city, working on the New Rose 
Building, Fuji restaurant, and the Eagan Oil 
building in the Junction, to name a few.
“It’s (Mark Data building) a multi-million 
dollar project that they will be doing 20 to 28 
residential market-rate loft units,” Lombardo 
said. “It’s a massive investment on their part.”

See ‘HOUSING’ | 15
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Plans for the building include 10,000 to 20,000 
sq. ft. of offi ce space, including a ground level 
business incubator for small businesses to 
utilize with the possibility of retail space.
Cooper’s Restaurant Project
The River Front development includes the 
Mark Data building, Cooper’s restaurant and 
the downtown condominium along Kennedy 
Boulevard, which, according to the mayor, is 
almost full with the exception of three or four 
units.
Cooper’s restaurant, including the cabana, is in 
the process of being sold to Hadley and Fer-
retti.
Tentative plans for the complex call for retain-
ing the Irish-style pub in the front of the build-
ing, keeping the cabana for summer entertain-
ment and gutting the dining room to make 
it a banquet facility run by a separate entity 
specializing in banquets.
Lombardo believes the area is lacking a ban-
quet hall that can seat more than 250 people 
and the Cooper’s Project would fi ll that void.
Also in the plans for Cooper’s is an extensive 

facelift of the exte-
rior as well as on the 
Mark Data building.
No new or increased 
city taxes
“Last we had the 
best year, perhaps in 
30 years, in terms of 
property taxes in and 
we haven’t increased 
property taxes in 10 
years and I’m tell-
ing you publicly that 
we won’t have to do 
that (raise taxes) in 
the next 10 years,” 
Lombardo said con-
fi dently. “If we keep 
our act together, keep 
growing the base 
and, if the county 
does another reas-
sessment, the city 
will benefi t.”

Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
Workers from Hadley Construction have been busy transforming the building with loft hous-
ing, offi  ce space, a business incubator and retail space.
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Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society
The Dime Bank building is on the far left of Main Street in Pittston looking north.

Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society

Shown is an old photo of what is now Kennedy and Main streets in Pittston.

Past Pittston

80921182
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Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society
Fourth Ward Park as seen decades ago is now the site of the Pittston Little League.

Past Pittston
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Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society
Inside the former American Theater with a magic show on stage.

Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society
‘Jailhouse Rock’ starring Elvis Presley released in 1957 played at the American The-
ater to large audiences.

Past Pittston
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Photo courtesy of Greater Pittston Historical Society
Throngs of people flocked to the American Theater in 1966 to see ‘The Singing Nun’ starring Debbie Reynolds.

Past Pittston
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• Culpeper #1 Prime Treated Lumber • Masonite Interior/Exterior Doors • Larson Storm Doors
• Jonathon Green Garden Center • XPANSE Vinyl Railing & Lattice • Kitchen and Bath 

Cabinetry, Fiberglass Insulation, Masonry, Roofing, Drywall and so much more!
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Tony Callaio | For Sunday DispatchTony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
The current Pittston Little League was once known as Fourth Ward Park.

Current Pittston

Talks are underway to adding several store fronts next to Fuji Restaurant, shown here on the 
left.
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Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
The current view of the corner of Kennedy and Main streets, Pittston.

Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
This block of storefronts and housing will be demolished and replaced with future building projects.

Current Pittston
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Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
The area to the left of the James Zarra Building will serve as a permanent stage, complete with an overhead covering for future Tomato Festivals as well as a Jazz Festival.

Current Pittston
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R&M Collision & Auto Service
Collision Repair and Full Service Garage Since 1980

Accidents Happen!
• Insurance Claims Welcome! 
• We Handle the Entire Claim Process for You!
• Complete Collision Repair
• Expert and Custom Color-Matching and Paint Service
• Bumper Repair and Replacement
• Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

316 Williams Street, Pittston

570-655-4427

Full Service Garage!
• Tired of Shopping Around for the 

   Right Mechanic? 

• Full Service Garage 

• Brake Service, Tires 

• Oil Change 

• A/C and Heater Repair 

• Routine Maintenance 

Proud to be part of the City of Pittston!

Towing Service • Affordable • Reliable • Fast

80920195

Collision Repair and Full Service Garage Since 1980
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Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
The new amphitheater located behind the Pittston Memorial Library will be utilized during 
festivals and other special events.

Tony Callaio | For Sunday Dispatch
Construction for housing units at Steeple View on Church Street has begun. The project will 
continue through the summer months.

Current Pittston
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PITTSTON — The quickest and easiest way 
to get a village, borough, town or city back on 
track is to start at the grassroots level – liter-
ally.
Approximately six years ago, the city started 
the Municipal Archival Planning (MAP) pro-
gram to keep track of streets, sidewalks, fire 
hydrants and all street signage.
“You can’t ask other people to take care of 
their stuff when you don’t take care of your 
own stuff,” Pittston City Mayor Michael Lom-
bardo said. “It’s very embarrassing to have a 
red octagon sign that says STO so, if we are 
going to ask people to step up, we need to step 
up.”
Three years ago, former Mayor Jason Klush 
ordered the street commissioner and crew to 
take inventory of all street signs and fix them.
The city also has an extensive database on 
what streets were paved last and when those 
streets need to be paved. All this falls under 
the newly created Facilities Management 
Group (FMG) headed by Ron Faraday.
Lombardo said, in the past, the city would 
build something or pave roads and have a ter-
rible track record of maintaining those proj-
ects.
“Everything we publicly own, Ron now has 
on a maintenance schedule,” Lombardo said. 
“What gets measured, gets done. If you don’t 
have some form of keeping track of that, it 
doesn’t get done.”
Streets and sewers
The city administration has a better handle 
on streets and sewers with the FMG keeping 
close tabs on all city projects, whether they 
are with the sanitation authority, electrical or 
water companies.
“As we do our sewer and water and infrastruc-
ture projects and Dave Hines (city operations 
coordinator) has done an awesome job of com-
municating with the utility companies so we 
have a five-year look at when the water com-
pany will be on Seneca Street, for example,” 
Lombardo said.
In 2018, Pennsylvania American Water resur-
faced five roads for the city for free as a part of 
water company projects.
The city received a $1 million to perform 
sewer work on Parsonage and Panama streets.

By Tony Callaio
For Sunday Dispatch

New authority tracks street maintenance
Facilities Management Group headed by Ron Faraday

Submitted photo
This rendering of the King’s College Rowing/Sculling facility is depicted in the River Front area.

“Once we 
finish that 
Panama 
Street 
trunk, 
which is 
another 
part of 
a major 
storm 
sewer proj-
ect in the 
city, we 
will focus 
on two big 
projects – 
the final 
hook be-
tween the 
west side 
of Main 
Street 
and the 
east side 
of Main 
Street at 
the corner 
of Broad 
Street,” 
Lombardo 
added. 
“We’re 
going 
to have 
to go to 
PennDOT 
to get permission for that and even Landmark 
Bank is willing to partner up with us to bring 
a new trunk into the main line and will have a 
little private subsidy on the project.”
Also slated for sewer work is Butler Street 
where Lombardo estimates another $1 million 
would have to go into the project.
The last big sewer project is a major culvert 
that runs along Winter Street.
“That (culvert) actually takes water from Jen-
kins, Plains, Laflin, Yatesville, Pittston Twp. 
and us,” Lombardo said. “The project is so big 
the Army Corps of Engineers will be involved 
because it flows so much capacity that it’s 
considered an underground waterway.”
Estimates for that project are upwards of $28 
million so the city will need to figure funding 

to get it done.
State roads
William Street, Parsonage Street, Broad 
Street, Swallow Street, Columbus Street, Main 
Street and Kennedy Boulevard are state high-
ways in the city. When there’s a snowfall, the 
state is responsible for plowing those streets in 
the order of importance.
“Joe Moskovitz, city administrator, has been 
talking to the state about us being respon-
sible for maintaining those streets and billing 
PennDOT through the Liquid Fuels Program,” 
Lombardo said.
Lombardo is pleased with the relationship the 
city has with PennDOT through the efforts of 
Moskovitz, reporting PennDOT played a big 
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Offering leading names such as Masland, Mohawk, Shaw, Earthworks, Karndean, Armstrong and others.
We have a full line of Carpets (including area rugs), hardwood flooring, Luxury Vinyl tile, 

sheet vinyl and more.  
At Done Rite Carpets & Flooring, from commercial to residential, we have a floor for every need and 

for every budget. Sales, installs  and repairs - we do it all.

Jack Wise has been a leading force in Interior Design for over 45 years. 

With interior designers on staff, they are well versed in all aspects of window and furniture re-upholstery.

                                      Jack Wise has  full line of Graber and Hunter Douglas window treatments.  

                                         Let Jack and his staff bring your ideas to life.

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-6 & Sat 10-2. Phone - 570-871-3176

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4; Saturday 10-2. Phone 570-654-5707 

1620 Highway 315, Wilkes-Barre, PA • 570-654-5707

Jack WiseJack Wise
I n t E R I O R S

T h e  D e s i g n  C e n T e r

Celebrating the city of 
Pittston and their success!

From Start to Finish, 

   We Have You Covered!

Done Rite Carpets & Flooring
Inside Jack Wise Interiors

Jack Wise Interiors

80920418
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GOLDEN CARE of NEPA
HOME HEALTH SERVICES

•	 24 Hour, 7 day Nursing available

•	 Physical Therapy

•	 Occupational Therapy

•	 Speech Pathology

•	 Medical Social Services

•	 Covered by Most Insurances

570-654-2883

SILVER CARE, INC.
HOME HEALTH AGENCY

570-655-1999

•	 Contracted with the Department of Aging
    - VA - Private Care
•	 Bathing, dressing, walking, assistance
•	 Medication Reminding
•	 Light housekeeping
•	 Running errands
•	 Social & Recreational Activities 
•	 Contracted Provider of the Waiver Program
•	 Now Hiring! Call to Inquire

ExCELLENCE IN HOMECARE fOR OVER  34 YEARS!

PROuD TO CELEBRATE THE CITY Of PITTSTON AND THEIR SuCCESS!

80920353

(100% Medicare Coverage)
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role in the Main Street revitalization project.
Streetscaping on Main
The next Main Street streetscaping, which 
consists of sidewalks, curbs, driveway cutouts 
and lighting, will continue through North 
Main Street to the Duryea line.
“I am hoping that the Junction streetscaping 
will be well underway by summer and probably 
by spring of ’20, lights and sidewalks will be in 
place there,” Lombardo said.
There is a $1 million grant in place for the 
project and Lombardo wants to stretch those 
dollars as far as possible.
Paving projects in the city
Several paving projects slated for this year are 
part of Carroll Street, part of Winter Street 
and other streets the city may review. Accord-
ing to the mayor, other city streets may be 
considered for paving if winter did damage.
Parks and Recreation
Those who have yet not seen the new amphi-
theater at the Pittston Memorial Library will 
be surprised at the quality of the building. 

Scheduled to be dedicated this spring, the am-
phitheater is capable of seating a few hundred 
people for plays or live music.
The Facilities Management Group (FMG) is 
capable of doing in-house work and the new 
agency has already been doing good work in 
the city.
“This past fall, FMG resurfaced the track 
around the Swallow Street Field and the plan is 
to build a new concession stand and I’m hop-
ing it’s a fall of 2019 project,” Lombardo said.
According to Lombardo, racquetball courts 
were demolished under Mayor Klush’s admin-
istration and he hopes to build off-street park-
ing to alleviate parking along Swallow Street.
The Pittston Little League had a major renova-
tion in 2017-2018 and Lombardo would like to 
wrap up that project this spring.
“There’s a little bit of work to be fi nished at 
the Little League with bleachers to be ready 
for the season, (security) camera work and 
we’re also doing camera work at Jefferson 
Park,” the mayor added. “We are also going to 

do more aesthetics to the buildings at Jefferson 
Park.”
The Jefferson Park building houses some of 
the city’s public works equipment. A grant was 
secured for a new Public Works facility where 
the equipment stored would be moved out of 
the Jefferson Park building, freeing up space.
“We will do a rehab of the Jefferson Park build-
ing, camera it up and that will be available for 
rentals,” Lombardo said.
The Clark Park Field in the Junction is sched-
uled for drainage work and the playground in 
the upper lot will be moved to the lower lot.
King’s College rowing/sculling facility
King’s College has conditionally approved, at 
the board level as a curriculum, a site in the 
River Front area for further study for a rowing/
sculling facility, for which King’s would bring 
funding.
The facility that would be built would be able 
to withstand fl ooding when the river rises only 
to be hosed out when the water recedes for 
reuse.



Lokuta's FueL service
Delivery of home heating fuel, kerosene, 

winter blend, on and off road diesel.
Burner Service available

Fuel Grants accepted
Check our everyday low prices

Always accepting new customers

Lokuta's FueL service 
808 Suscon Road, Pittston, PA  18640   

570-654-6298
www.LokutasFuel.com

Like us on Facebook

Celebrating with the City of Pittston!

80920511
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Celebrating the City of Pittston
Specializing in

elder law, eState adminiStration, 
eState planning, nurSing Home/medicaid planning, 

truStS/ willS, poa’S, living willS, 
HealtHcare poa’S, guardianSHip

law officeS of cHriStine m. trottini

49 South Main Street, Suite 105
Pittston, PA 18640

phone: 570.602.1800 • fax: 570.602.1801
80
92
22
56

cHriStine m. trottini, eSq.
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Submitted photo

This rendering is of a complex of housing and retail that will be erected on the corner of East Oak and Main streets.

Future Pittston
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There’s Just Something
Special About Home Grown...Special About Home Grown...

At Voitek’s we’re proud to be your locally owned and operated
Appliance and Electronics Store

Shop 24/7 at www.voitektv.com
639 WYOMING AVE.

KINGSTON
 287-9631

1313 WYOMING AVE.
EXETER

655-8801
80920525
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Submitted photo
The new Greater Pittston Ambulance Association building is slated to be erected next to the 
fi re station on Kennedy Street.

Submitted photo
The new American Theater is slated to be built on the current site of the Greater Pittston 
Ambulance Association building.

Submitted photo
Shown is a rendering of Steeple View apartment complex that will be constructed on the 
site of the former St. Mary’s Church and school on Broad Street, Pittston.

Future Pittston
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